Esophageal obstruction due to intermuscular hematoma following pneumatic dilatation.
A case of incomplete esophageal perforation with an intermuscular hematoma is presented. Unlike previously described submucosal or intramural perforations, this case involved mucosa, submucosa, and the inner circular muscle layer but was limited by the outer longitudinal layer. Nonsurgical treatment was followed when the clinical picture of an incomplete perforation without mediastinal soilage was considered. Surgery was done when evidence of impending extension of the process outside the esophagus developed.